
 

“(Jesus) said, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.”      John 8:12 (NIV) 
 

EVIDENCE OF THE RESURRECTION 
 

“It was the day of preparation, and the Jewish leaders didn’t want the bodies hanging there the next day, 
which was the Sabbath (and a very special Sabbath, because it was Passover week).  So they asked Pilate 
to hasten their deaths by ordering that their legs be broken.  Then their bodies could be taken down.  So 
the soldiers came and broke the legs of the two men crucified with Jesus.  But when they came to Jesus, 
they saw that He was already dead, so they didn’t break His legs.  One of the soldiers, however, pierced 
His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water flowed out.  (This report is from an eyewitness 
giving an accurate account.  He speaks the truth so that you also may continue to believe.)  
         John 19:31-35 (NLT) 
       

“Pilate was surprised to hear that He was already dead.  Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus 
had already died.  When he learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph.” 
         Mark 15:44-45 (NIV) 
 

 •   Jesus was _________________________ ____________________. 
 
“The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate.  “Sir,” they 
said, “we remember that while He was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise again.  So 
give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day.  Otherwise, His disciples may come and 
steal the body and tell the people that He has been raised from the dead.  This last deception will be 
worse than the first.”   “Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.”  
So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard.” 
         Matthew 27:62-66 (NIV) 
 

 •   Jesus was _________________________ _________________________. 
 
“There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, 
rolled back the stone and sat on it.  His appearance was like lightning, and His clothes were white as 
snow.  The guards were so afraid of Him that they shook and became like dead men. 
         Matthew 28:2-4 (NIV) 
 
So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb.  Both were running, but the other disciple outran 
Peter and reached the tomb first.  He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not 
go in.  Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of 
linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head.   The cloth was still lying 
in its place, separate from the linen.  Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went 
inside. He saw and believed.  (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the 
dead.)                                                                         John 20:3-9 (NIV) 
 
“For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance:  that Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and 
that He appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve.  After that, He appeared to more than five hundred of 
the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.  
Then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles,  and last of all He appeared to me also, as to one 
abnormally born.”       I Corinthians 15:3-9 (NIV) 
     



“After His suffering, He presented Himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that He was alive. 
He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.”   
         Acts 1:3 (NIV) 
 

 •   Jesus was _________________________  ____________________ appearing to 
 
      ______________________________ of ______________________________ over the next forty    
     days. 
 
“… some of the guards went into the city and reported to the chief priests everything that had happened.  
When the chief priests had met with the elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of 
money, telling them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came during the night and stole him away while we 
were asleep.’   If this report gets to the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.”  So the 
soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed.  And this story has been widely circulated 
among the Jews to this very day.”     Matthew 28:11-15 (NIV) 

 
 

BECAUSE JESUS ROSE FROM THE TOMB 
I CAN … 

 
1. __________________ THAT THE __________________ IS __________________. 
 
“He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is 
written about Me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”  Then He opened their minds so 
they could understand the Scriptures.”     Luke 24:44-45 (NIV) 
 
“No wonder my heart is glad, and I rejoice.  My body rests in safety.  For you will not leave my soul among 
the dead or allow your holy one to rot in the grave.”   Psalm 16:9-10 (NLT) 
 
“The Jews then responded to Him, “What sign can You show us to prove Your authority to do all this?”  
Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.”  They replied, “It has 
taken forty-six years to build this temple, and You are going to raise it in three days?”  But the temple He 
had spoken of was His body.  After He was raised from the dead, His disciples recalled what He had 
said.  Then they believed the scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.” John 2:18-22 (NIV) 

 

 •   If there is no _______________________________, neither the __________________ nor  
 
      ____________________ can be trusted. 
 
 
2. ____________________ THAT MY _______________ ARE ______________________________. 
 
“But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no 
resurrection of the dead?  If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.  
And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.   More than that, we are 
then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that He raised Christ from 
the dead.  But He did not raise Him if in fact the dead are not raised.  For if the dead are not raised, then 
Christ has not been raised either.  And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your 
sins.  Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost.  If only for this life we have hope in Christ, 
we are of all people most to be pitied.“     I Corinthians 15:12-19 (NIV) 
 
 



 •   If there is no ______________________________ , my _______________ aren’t forgiven and I  
 
                  am _________________________ from __________________.  
 
 

3. _______________ WITH _______________ _____________ AND FOR __________________________. 
 
“ If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.  But Christ has indeed 
been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  For since death came through 
a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man.  For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will 
be made alive.”       I Corinthians 15:20-22 (NIV)  
     

 •   If there is no ______________________________, I am ________ ________ _______________. 

 
 


